VOLAPÜK  FOR  EVERYONE   (XIV)

14. HOME AT LAST!

In Volapük the CONDITIONAL is expressed by the ending –ÖV which is added to the PERSONAL PRONOUN of the verb.

For example:   

If binomöv smalikum,  flapoföv omi   =  If he were smaller, she would hit him.

Üf kömoföv, givoböv ofe buki            =  In case she should come, I’d give her a book.

If stom binonöv koldikum, ba nifosöv = If the weather were colder, perhaps it would snow.

Please note that the use of the CONDITIONAL is entirely dependent on the existence of a condition. It must never be used if such a condition does not exist.   For this reason, it generally, But not always,  follows the word IF (= if) or ÜF (= in case that), which indicate the existence of such a condition, but may also be used in other ways, providing that a condition is present.

CAN YOU SAY:

If she should visit us, I would buy coffee.   In case the dog should bite her, I would stand in front of it.   If he should come, would you give him this book?   In case we couldn’t meet him, we’d return immediately.   If I were smaller, I’d eat to live!

To express DOUBT, the small word –LA  is added to the end of the verb.   It is NEVER accentuated!

For example:

No sevob, va okömof-la   =  I don’t know whether she’ll come (but I very much doubt it!)

Sagoy, das reg binom-la pöfik = They say (= One says) that the king is poor (but I very much doubt it!)

CAN YOU SAY:

He says that she is most beautiful  (but I very much doubt it!)   My sister says that her brother is stronger than me  (but I very much doubt it!)   They say that his cat will bite you  (but I very much doubt it!)

Finally, a last word about  NUMBERS:

100           =        tum;  l0l =  tum bal, 102 = tum tel   .  .  . 

100           =        baltum,  200 = teltum,  300 = kiltum .  .  . 

1000         =        mil;  l001= mil bal, 1002 = mil tel .  .  . .

1000         =        balmil, 2000 = telmil, 3000 = kilmil .  .  .

1,000,000 =        balion;   2,000,000 = telbalion;  3,000,000 = kilbalion .  .  .

Numbers generally FOLLOW nouns, for example:

Mans tum, voms mil, cils balion
To make ORDINAL NUMBERS, we simply add the suffix –ID to the number.

HOW TO WRITE THE DATE:

On 3rd May 1943       =  tü del kilid mayula, yela (bal)mil zültum foldegkil.

On 8th June 1892       =  tü del jölid yunula, yela (bal)mil jöltum züldegtel.

On 27th August 2005 =  tü del teldegvelid gustula, yela telmil lul.

CAN YOU SAY:

On 4th May, 1792;   on 19th September 1905;   on 31st January, 2004;  on lst December, 1893.

Do not forget to check the exercises you have done with the KEY.
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Now that you have acquired the grammar of Volapük, the next part of the course entitled : VOLAPÜK IN ACTION (VIA) will concentrate on a much wider vocabulary, finally giving you an excellent working knowledge of the language.


Hoping you will enjoy this second part of the course.

