VOLAPÜK  FOR  EVERYONE   (VIII)

8. STOP!  WE’RE GOING THE WRONG WAY!!

In Volapük there are two kinds of IMPERATIVE  -  one is a polite request;  the other is an order not to be disobeyed.

For example:    
Seadolös!  =  Sit down, please!   (a polite request)  (singular)




No seadolsöd!!  =  Don’t sit down!!  (an order)  (plural)

You will see that it is formed by adding –ÖS!  (= polite request)   or  -ÖD!! (= an order) to the verb ending in OL(S), either singular or plural, positive or negative.

CAN YOU SAY:

See!!  (sing.);    Please don’t buy!  (plural);   Please give!  (plural);   Eat!!  (sing.)

Although the imperative is mostly used with verbs ending in OL(S);  it can also be used with the other persons.

For example:

Kömofös!  =  Let her come, please!




Golomöd!!  =  Off with him!!




No remobsös bukis!  =  Please don’t let us buy books!




Seadonsös!  =  Please let them (= both sexes) sit down!

CAN YOU SAY:

Let him see the dogs, please!    Kiss your sister!!   Please let them come!    Give flowers to your mother!!    Let’s read the papers!!    Off with her!!    Wash yourselves!!   Please don’t visit the gardens!   Drink (= drinön) your coffee!!

Words are not always adequate to signify different shades of meaning.   In order to do so, Volapük uses a series of PREFIXES and SUFFIXES consisting of two or three letters, which extend the meaning of words.

Here is a short introduction to some very common PREFIXES: 

HI-  indicates that the word is  masculine:        dog = dog;          hidog = a (male) dog.

JI-          “          “   “      “     “  feminine:          dog = dog;          jidog  = a bitch.

LE-        “       big, great (in all senses):   
   dom = house;     ledom = mansion.

   


   

   gad = garden;     legad  =  park

   




   stüm  = respect;  lestüm  =   esteem.

LU-        “      baseness, wretchedness:              dom = house;     ludom =  hovel.

   




   drinön = to drink;  ludrinön = to booze. 

GE-         “     to return  (re-)

   kömön= to come;  gekömon = to return. 

CAN YOU SAY:

The mansion is beautiful.   The bitch bites the gentleman.  He reads a scandalous book.   She lives (= lödön) in a hovel.   The ladies come back to us. (= lü obs).   They (m) give me a fake cheque.   We respect the children and esteem the lady.

Now here are some very common SUFFIXES:
-AN  indicates an ordinary person:

at = this;  atan = this person.

-IÄL       “       a  tendency:

givön = to give;  giviäl = generosity.






labön = to have;  labiäl = greediness.






mon = money;   moniäl = avarice.

-IL          “       smallness:


dom = house;  domil = a small house

-NA        “       multiplication:                         telna kil binons mäl = twice three are six.

-ÖF         “      an essential quality: 

flen = friend;  flenöf = friendship.






man = man;    manöf = manliness.

-EF          “      a group (of people):

flen = friend;  flenef = a group of friends.

CAN YOU SAY: 

That person lives in this mansion.  Generosity is a gift.   They (m) live in a small house.  Six times two are twelve.   I see a group of children.   Manliness is beautiful. 

If necessary, more than one PREFIX or SUFFIX can be used with the same word;  such words can also become adjectives or adverbs, like ordinary nouns. 

For example:   

hitidan = a (male) teacher;   jitidanef = a group of (female) teachers;   tifan = a thief;   hitifan = a male thief;   jitifan = a female thief;  tifanef = a group of thieves (= both sexes!)  vomil binof moniälik = the small woman is avaricious.

CAN YOU SAY:

My father is very manly.   A group of children pluck flowers.   Our little brother walks around the mansion.   Generous people always (= ai) visit us.   They (m) come back quickly.   We see a group of friends in the park. 

Please do not forget to check the exercises you have done with the KEY.
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